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Dear Friends and Fellow Transgressorss 


When Coach Keller told me to start warming up because "tr wes to exercise 
the old soup bone on the mound for this issue of the Record and Chronicle, I began 
to. cast. about in my memory for various and humorous plays that had been pulled by 
the "Home Pluggers" since you fellows left and went on tour. And if you fellows’ 
con*t think that your leaving hasn't cut down the home team to a skeleton, ay a8 

crazy, but we keep on plugging just the same. Such as, to have an assistant, I 
have had.to operate Monday mornings at 8 A.Me, and you remember that. early Mondey 
morning is Monday morning in any men's league. 


The season here has been impregnated with activities by the team; many — 
and varied responses have been heard from the bleachers (shsh3 there is a lot of _ 
hot stuff floating around, even heard POP was writing a bock). But since these 
have been colorfully and vividly told by previous chroniclers, it occurred to me 
that something less objective like a true story, demonstrating the far flung ree 
nown of the hospital might be of interest to you this time. ,Of course, with you 
fellows on tour the institution's fame is becoming even more global. 


. Well, let. me turn the pages back to when I was-a boys Gee, but that is 
a long time ago$ I'll give. myself a break in saying it's thirty-five years. Our, 
family doctor in Tacoma, Washington had a beautiful daughter, and I mean she had 
everything, big eyes and all.,.One of those things was a hair lip, which didn't | 
seem much of an impediment to me. Her dad, the doc, however, thought it.was3 he. 
looked over the medical situation throughoat the United States and decided to take 
her East to an especially famous surgeon for its repair. After the operation, she 
was even more heaubiliy The Good Lord shouldn't. have allowed it’ 


She told me, while I ued ga-ga, about a famous New York hospital and her 
doctor there, a great surgeon. I was, at that time, only interested in her 
original and added beauty; I was, unsuspectingly getting my first glimpse of the 
Hospital for Special Surgery; it was known then, however, as for Ruptured and 
Crippled. Her famous doctor was none other than your former surgeon-in-chief , 

Dr. ‘filliam Coley, Little did I dream then that, I would have the privilege of 

some day being a member of its surgical staff. As I said before, this happened 
many years ago and that was a longway off, but, you seé, the hospital's fame even 
then had seeped into our little town, three thousand miles away. This homey little 
story also brings out another points; the Orthopods, even though they fired many, 
didn't fire all the shots that have been heard around the world. 
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Well? I see Coach Keller Signalling me off the mounds guess I wasn't so 
go00de Besides, tre in the specialties are lucky to get into any of the big games 
and win a letter. Rightly sof The Orthopaedic and Hernia services have been the 
Goliaths that have made the institution famous. 


I know that you fellows are playing some pretty hot games on tour, from 
all the news reports, and occasionally even though there are scoreless innings, 
I haven't heard of your losing a game to date. We know that the competition has 
often been mighty tough. : 


It surely willbe great to sit again around an annual dinner after your 
tour and compare games and skirmishes that hevé happened in the interim. Yours 
will be much more exciting. What, with far places, dusky skins, and brown eyes. 
What storiest i 


Oursy I'm afraid, you will find tame since it is all home talent stuff, 
but you might be interested in that by then. Anyhoo, happy landings to you all, 
and don't do too much transgressing, | | 


Paul H. Breuning 


P.S. What once was considered just a headache has become a total paralysis from 
the ears down. The last bedside report is that we hope for the best, but now look 
for the worst. The minor complications of the day begin with your getting an — 
operating room, fearing Sing-Sing because of the new, complicated income taxes, 
standing in line by the hour for our gasoline ration coupons, and last but not 
least, trying to buy, smuggle, and steal some bonded liquor. “Tell fellows, you 
con easily see just why the patient practically needs artificial respiration. 
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Dr. Paul C. Colonna sends in the following: 


On the evening of Saturday, October the 16th, a dinner was held at the 
University Club in’honor of Dr. Royal “hitman. The group was composéd only of 
Attending Orthopaedic Surgeons that had worked with and under Dr. Whitman when he 
was et the Hospital’ for the Ruptured and Crippled. Attending the dinner in 
addition to the honor guest were the following mens Dr. Charlton Wallace, Dr. 
Armitage ‘hitman, Dr. Samuel Kleinberg, Dr. Arthur Krida, Dr. Isadore Zadek, Dr. 
Earl Van Derwerker, Dr. Lewis “Jagner, Dr. K. G. Hansson, Dr. Joseph Buchman, and 
Dre Paul Colonna. , , : 


It was a rare treat to meet and see Dr. Whitman again. He is in splen= 
did health and demonstrated the same active mind end pithy epigrammatic style for 
‘shich he is famous. He has been living in England for the past nine years. 
Following the recent death of his wife he returned to America and is living at 
1212 Fifth Avenue, New York City. He narrated some ‘of his experiences in war~=torn 
Englend and gave to those of us gathered there the rare treat of seeing end hear- 
ing him describe these incidents, His amazing mental and physical vitality as 
well as the inimical lucid style of speech delighted everyone of the group. ‘This 
meeting held in his honor was a privilege for all those present and will long be 
remembered. : . . i | 


Dr. ‘*hitman's contributions have not only consisted of devising and 
promulgeting surgical procedures of great value but his life has also been one of 
unswerving devotion to the highest ideals of professional conduct and scientific 
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truth. He has stimuleted all those fortunate enough to. have trained under him cs 
well as countless others of the medical profession who have knowm him only through 
his contributions to the art of orthopaedic surgery. . 


We salute you again, Dr. “hitman, and wish you God=speed. 
Poul C. Colonna 


The National vlar..Fund Drive is now on. This, as you probably know, is a 
drive for funds for the Us .S. 0. and.some other 16,war.relief agencies. Last year, 
we cid our bit by raising for the U.S. 0. $206.00 by selling subscriptions to a 
$25.00 U. & War Bond. This year, we hope to reise at least $600. for these most 
worthy causes. One ofthe Board of: Menagers has donated sufficient funds to pure 
chise two $25.00 War Bonds, and as soon as the subscription slips come from the 
printer, our campaign will be on. There will be two prizes of $25. War Bonds, one 
for the first and one for the second number drawn. 


& patient of Dr.) Traeger's has donated $7,000. for the purchsse and ins 
stallation of a therapeutic X-ray, unit which unit will be installed in the corner 
room once occupied by the Record Room. We were fortunate to get a priority from 
Washington for the purchase of this unit, and the unit which has been purchased. 
was the only unit available, and there probably will be no further units mnu- 
factured until efter the war. : 


We have. been doing considerebie painting throughout the hospital. Ward 
8 was the last werd painted. Miss Kathleen Mulhall, the Head Nurse, evidently 
feels that the Surgicel Service should heve exira recognition, for she evidently 
was not satisfied with the list. of surgicel mon in the service on the Honor Roll 
mm the First Floor. of the hospital and, as part of her new decorative scheme, has 
posted an Honor Roll of. the Surgicel Staff only in the Nursing Station of Vard 8, 
which Honor Roll was lettered. by lirs. Olive Fischer. 


Miss Mary Rose just returned from her vacation. .Some of her time was 
spent visiting Lt. and Mrs. Walter Graham on their farm in Phoenixville, Pe. She 
tells us they were very fortunate in being able to sublet a wonderful farm from 
@ Colonel, and that Walt is now a gentleman farmer when he gets home from his job 
eat the Valley Forge Hospital. | 


We learn through Mrs. Flick that her nephew, Bs. M. Patterson who is in 
Medical Administrative Corps, stationed at Fitzsimmons General Hospital, Denver, 
Gol. was recently ‘promoted. to the rank of Captain. Congratulations. 


A letter has been received from Capt. Charles L. Burstein. He writes, 
"I certainly look forward to receiving your Record and Chronicle to learn what 
coes on at Special Surgery and its departed members. My work now is quite interest~ 
ing as I have been named Assistant Consultant in Anesthesia for the Huropean 
Theater of Operations.” (The Record and Chronicle congratulates Capt. Burstein.) 
He writes further, "The war news continues to be good and we hope it won't be too 
long before it is all over. I have been doing quite a bit of travelling in England 
and found the towns and countryside quaint and picturesque. The English people 
ere really to be admired for their cooperative determination in the war effort". 
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Miss Evans reports hearing from Lt. E. J. Smith who writes that she me% 
Capt. Ted Lynn on the beach in Africa, and was certainly thrilled to find someone 
else from Special Surgery.e Lt. Smith is working with Mejor Frank Cox &s one of 
his Operating Room nurs6Se 


We learn that at a Frecture-Orthopaedic Conference of the Army Air Forces, 
sponsored by the Air Surgeon,’ Drew Field, Tanripe,y Florida, October 18th and 19th, 
presentations were made by Major John E. Hanby, Capt. William Rhorer, and Lt. Irwin 
§. Leinbach. This is the first we have learned that Bill had’ been promoted to the 
rank of Captain. The program also shows him as Chief of the Orthopaedic Section, 
Nautilus Hospital, Army Air Forces Technical Training School, Miami, Fla. We all 
congretulate Bill on this promotion, also Major Hanby end Lt. Leinbach for bring- 

ing such distinction to the Hospital for Special Surgerye 


In the November issue of the Readers’ Digest, there’ is an article, "Hope 
for the Victims of Arthritis”. In this article, the work of Pop Snyder and his 
staff is referred to at some length. % 


Dr. Beekman has received a letter from Major Jack Sullivan. He states 
that he spent the summer in Texas and California going to Flight Surgeon's School 
which he enjoyed very much. He was up at five every morning and working until 
ten every night. To quote, "T learned & lot’ and have been very enthusiastic «bout 
eviation medicine. After Californie, I was not supposed to return here, but things 
had changed and when I came back, they insisted that I stey here. Our hospitel has 
grown tremendously. They had only one Flight Surgeon and so many of our men heave 
gone I had to continue on as Chief of the Surgical Service and also run the Flight 
Surgeons’ Office besides being Executive Officer of the hospital. We are also a 
training school for new medical officers and for nurses. We have five Residents 
on the Surgical Service, men thet have had only one year internship and we heve to 
teech them. They are similar to Residents in a civilian hospital except that they 
also must learn Army work. ‘le cre supposed to give them the same training in six 
months that a civilian hospital would give them in one year". Jack is very on~- 
thusiastic about the Air Corps and the work that they are doing. 


We all enjoyed es visit from Col. Bradley Coley on October 18th. 


, Ye have received a letter from Capt. Charles Kincheloe. He writes, "Capte 
Flanagan and I have our service going smoothly nov and all the seven ward surgeons 
have had some orthopaedic training vhich is a big help. I am getting anxious for 
oversees duty but cannct do much about it at present”. He adds, "It looks to me 
like some of you fellows will have to join the Army in self-defense. I don't know 
how you carry on with such a depleted staff. I sometimes feel like a ‘goldbrick' 
when I read of your labors. Please remember me to all the gang”. 


We certainly must be painting the picture very black to you fellows with 
the Armed Forces which has not been our intention. We, of course, are limping 
slong, and sometimes the limp becomes @ Little more severe than at other times, but 
tre seem to have great recuperative powers and snap hack into things enough to keep 
from using crutéhes altogether. But, then, maybe if we have made some of you | 
fellows feel sorry for us, you may, in turn, feel better about your lot which, we 
know, is by far whuch more difficult than ours. ited | 
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